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Fairfield Materials Management (Fairfield) has gained certification under the Quality 
Compost Protocol for the compost it produces at its site at New Smithfield Market in 
Manchester.  

The Quality Protocol for the Production and Use of Quality Compost from Source-
Segregated Biowaste was developed by The Business Resource Efficiency and Waste 
(BREW) Programme, the Waste & Resources Action Programme (WRAP) and the 
Environment Agency (EA) in consultation with industry and regulatory stakeholders. 
Launched in 2007, it provides a procedure for the production and use of quality compost 
from source-segregated biodegradable wastes in England and Wales, and clarifies the 
point at which the composted material can be classed as a product rather than a waste. 
The compost producer must demonstrate compliance with the Protocol and approved 
standard (currently PAS 100).  

Fairfield, a social enterprise produces compost through a sustainable waste 
management system which is helping to create the first zero waste market in the UK. 
The system uses the VCU™ system (Vertical Composting Unit) to produce immature 
compost within just 7 days; this material is then matured before it is graded and ready for 
sale.  

In addition to gaining certification, Fairfield has also renewed its PAS100 accreditation, 
which it has held since 2003, ensuring that its compost is consistent, reliable and free 
from pathogens, viruses and weed seeds.  

The VCU™ system was selected for its small foot print which enabled Fairfield to locate 
the whole process on the market removing the need to transport waste materials around 
Manchester.  

 

Since the installation of a single VCU™ 
chamber in 2003, the system has been 
expanded twice to meet the increasing 
demand for extra capacity. It now 
comprises of 6 VCU™ chambers 
processing 5000 tonnes per year of fruit, 
vegetable and green waste (from 
Salford City Council, Manchester City 
Council and the Forestry Commission), 
and produces 2500 tonnes of compost 
per year.  

 



 


